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one's own society, there is an operation like begging the question.
Moreover, the convictions which are in the mores are "faiths."
They are not affected by scientific facts or demonstration. We
"believe in" democracy, as we have been brought up in it, or we
do not. If we do, we accept its mythology. The reason is be-
cause we have grown up in it, are familiar with it, and like it.
Argument would not touch this faith. In like manner the people
of one state believe in "the state/1 or in militarism, or in com-
mercialism, or in individualism. Those of another state are sen-
timental, nervous, fond of rhetorical phrases, full of group vanity.
It is vain to imagine that any man can lift himself out of these
characteristic features in the mores of the group to which he
belongs, especially when he is dealing with the nearest and most
familiar phenomena of everyday life. It is vain to imagine that
a " scientific man " can divest himself of prejudice or previous
opinion, and put himself in an attitude of neutral independence
towards the mores. He might as well try to get out of gravity
or the pressure of the atmosphere. The most learned scholar
reveals all the philistinism and prejudice of the man-on-the-
curbstone when mores are in discussion. The most elaborate
discussion only consists in revolving on one's own axis. One
only finds again the prepossessions which he brought to the
consideration of the subject, returned to him with a little
more intense faith. The philosophical drift in the mores of our
time is towards state regulation, militarism, imperialism, towards
petting and flattering the poor and laboring classes, and in favor
of whatever is altruistic and humanitarian. What man of us
ever gets out of his adopted attitude, for or against these now
ruling tendencies, so that he forms judgments, not by his ruling
interest or conviction, but by the supposed impact of demographic
data on an empty brain. We have no grounds for confidence
in these ruling tendencies of our time. They are only the
present phases in the endless shifting of our philosophical gen-
eralizations, and it is only proposed, by the application of social
policy, to subject society to another set of arbitrary interferences,
dictated by a new set of dogmatic prepossessions that would only
be a continuation of old methods and errors.